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AMENDING SECTION 73 (1) OF THE HAWAITAN ORGANIC 
ACT 


JUNE 25 (legislative day, June 21), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Corpon, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 4408] 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 4408) to amend section 73 (1) of the Hawaiian 
Organic Act, having considered the same, report favorably thereon 
without amendment and with the recommendation that the bill do 
pass. 

H. R. 4408 modifies certain provisions of the Hawaiian Organic 
Act relating to the sale of 3-acre tracts of public lands. Its enactment 
is requested by the Governor and Legislature of Hawaii. 

No expenditure of Federal funds is required. 

The present law is restrictive in that it does not permit the sale of 
public lands for such purposes as bank sites, hospitals, easements, 
garages, theaters, amusement centers, and other uses which would 
tend to aid the economic conduct of modern business. The proposed 
amendment would permit the Commissioner, with the approval of 
the members of the Board of Public Lands, to sell to any United States 
citizen lots and tracts not exceeding 3 acres in area for residence 
purposes or for business uses and undertakings deemed to be in the 
interest of the development of the community. 

The favorable report of the Interior Department to the chairman - 
of the House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, under date 
of October 4, 1951, is hereinbelow set forth in full and made a part of 
this report. 





AMEND SECTION 73 (1) OF HAWAIIAN ORGANIC ACT 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 


Washington, D. C., October 4, 1951. 
Hon. Joun R. Murpock, 


Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. Murpock: Further reference is made to your request for the 
views of this office on H. R. 4408, a bill to amend section 73 (1) of the Hawaiian 
Organic Act. 

The first proviso of section 73 (1) of the Hawaiian Organic Act (48 U. 8S. C., 
1946 ed., sec. 673), among other things, permits the sale of public lands in Hawaii 
to qualified persons for the following enumerated business and related purposes: 
“Railroad rights-of-way, railroad tracks, side tracks, depot grounds, pipelines, 
irrigation ditches, pumping stations, reservoirs, factories, and mills and appur- 
tenances thereto, including houses for employees, mercantile establishments, 
hotels, churches, and private schools.”” H.R. 4408 would amend the first proviso 
of section 73 (1) by deleting this enumeration and substituting general language 
designed to permit the sale of public lands for any business or other purpose that 
is not primarily agricultural in character, whenever such a sale would be in the 
interest of the development of the community or area in which the lands are 
located. The objective of this legislation appears to be sound, and I recommend 
that H. R. 4408 be enacted. 

For purposes of clarification, I suggest, however, that at , page 2, line 6, the 
words “use or other” be inserted after the word “business.” 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to the sub- 
mission of this report. 

Sincerely yours, 


Date E. Dory, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 
In compliance with subsection (4) of rule X XIX of the Standin 
Rules of the Senate, proposed changes in existing law are indicate 
below, with the matter proposed to be omitted in black brackets and 


the new matter proposed to be inserted in italics: 


Act or Aprit 30, 1900 (31 Svar. 154), as AMENDED By THE Act oF JULY 9, 1921 
(42 Srar. 118) (48 U. 8. C. 673) 


* * * * * * * 


No sale of lands for other than homestead purposes except as provided in this 
section and no exchange by which the Territory shall convey lands, exceeding 
over forty acres in area or $5,000 in value shall be made. No lease of agricultural 
lands exceeding forty acres in area-or of pastoral or waste lands exceeding two 
hundred acres in area shall be made without the approval of two-thirds of said 
board of public lands: Provided, however, That the commissioner shall, with the 
approval of said board, sell to any citizen of the United States, or to any person 
who has legally declared his intention to become a citizen, for residence purposes 
lots and tracts, not exceeding three acres in area, and that sales of Government 
lands or any interest therein may be made upon the approval of said board [when- 
ever necessary to locate thereon railroad rights-of-way, railroad tracks, side tracks, 
depot grounds, pipe lines, irrigation ditches, pumping stations, reservoirs, fac- 
tories, and mills and appurtenances thereto, including houses for employees, mer- 
cantile establishments, hotels, churches, and private schools; and all such sales 
shall be limited to the amount actually necessary for the economical conduct of 
such business or undertaking ] for business uses or other undertakings or uses, except 
those which are primarily egricultural in character, whenever such sale is deemed to 
be in the interest of the development of the comm unity or area in which said lands are 
located, and all such sales shall be limited to the amount 7 necessary for the 
economical conduct of such business undertaking or use: * 
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